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quite & lot of doing up &nd alterations, but it is certainly a very
scund building with sixtegen inch outer walls which 4t is stated by
an engineer could take another two stories,

Ve eventually sailed in the Edinburgh Castle and had, though very quict,
a most enjoyable voyage Lorna and I had a very nice cabin with bath and
Merk snd Anncliese each had their own cabin in the szme ocorador,

Though I had been retired for some years we were still both well
knovm to the Ceptoin ans some of the officers and a few stewards as
we had often given luncheon parties to Companies friends on board.

We duly arrived at Southampton on the morning of the Z4th,, though {t
was touch and go the Captain ssid as there was & dence fog in the

Channel, However the navigeting officer snd the Pilot were kecn to
epend Christmas at home so they made it., and we docked very early.

Ve were met as usuel by an official of the Union Castle Comupany and

in no time we had passed the Immigration and Customse. Now of course
being foreigners our South African Pasports were stamped for threc
months which could be extended later.

We were soon settled in our reserved compartment on the Koat Train znd
on our way to London. Becin mid winter the trees were without leuves
and the countryside, though beautiful &s usual,-weslooked cold &and
snov was fortold,

Travelling over on the ship with us was Mrs. Cartwright whose husbandg,
vho has written & few books, had been commissioned by The Corner
House 4m~dekeammesburg Anglo American to write zbout the ecrly wining
deys cnd had been living in England doing this work. He met ue her
on board and they travelled up with us in our couwpartment.

Scrvice on the train had changed from the old duys when a steward

cam¢ round to surply tee etc, Now we hcd to travel down the trein to
the saloon and then carry back to the comrx rtme.t our refreshments.
e had booked & flat with Mrs Wésdom in Barkston Gardens, but for the
first few duys we were to go to the we were booked in «t a hotel in
Leicester Square where Lorna and Mom had spent & few weeks in I9uC.

.3+ &nd somc of the staff remembered Lorna, Here we were to have our
" o Christmuc Dénner, JI4é-was-bitteki-ecodlicvwiih-agnow-on-dne-greund
y! It was bitterly cold with snow on the ground end &s on Christmus dey
there was no transport, no buses running , we decided to go for & wulk
We wallked quite a long wey and were fortuncte in getting & Taxi on his
vay home who offered to drive us $o0 the hotel &nd the driver wes
very rleased to get & couple of packets of cigarettes, «s they werc

¢t that time very expencive. I thin ebout & helf & crown for tcn,

Yery cné Abe ,Lorna's cousins had decided to have their Christmus
¢inncr on the 26th, end we had been invited to spend it with them in

Ipswiche We duly caught the train next morning «nd werc met st the
station by the Lintot family eand drived to thef home where were &lso
Aunt Tdith, end her sister ,Mary's mother uné &« & few other relatives,
Well we spent & very harpy day and eventuully returned to our hotel
in Leicester Cqusere, It was a wonderful c¢inner aud ~be had to carve
the turky. Servants were of course at a premium ond sé the women
folk had done &ll the cooking &nd preyarng ana theén the big job of
vea~ wathing end cleaning up.

Yee the dzy we spent &t Ipswich with the Lintot family wes & most
delightful dsy, Just & hapry femily gutnering for Christmas dinner
which they hed postponed to have us with them &s on Christimus t erc
wes no trensport.

All good thinre come to sn end and so we caughit the truin at five for

Loncon and on to the I~perdl Hotel, a very fine old building but
l1ike mony other bulldings hos now been demolished tc meke wey for o\
more mocdern hotel. '
The following dey the 27th, we were to move to Barkston Gardens to -
*re Visdoms flat. We had to get two taxis as we had & lot of baggasc.
The taxis cherged us £1 each and the asked for & tip and did not
even helr with the bapguge o We knew theflat g8 we had had it befor..
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